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Abstract

This paper analyzed the written outputs by Chinese learners of Japanese elicited in the common story
writing tasks (SW1) included in the International Corpus of Japanese as a Second Language (I-JAS),
which is a cross-sectional dataset, and the Beijing Corpus of Japanese as a Second Language (B-JAS),
which is a longitudinal dataset based on the same data collection scheme. A quantitative comparison
of the four learner groups, who were classified according to the proficiency levels and the learning
stages, revealed that the two corpora showed a similar pattern in terms of the changes in the total
number of words and the frequency of major word classes. However, it was also observed that the two
corpora presented a different picture in terms of the keywords characterizing each of the learner groups
as well as the statistical learner group classification based on the frequency of major word classes and
major verbs. These results suggest the significance of integrated analysis of cross-sectional and

longitudinal data in future learner corpus research.
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